


Welcome to Massey University to Merrilands Domain for their second visit of the season. They 
arrive here on the back of a great win over Wanganui Athletic last week so there will be no 
complacency from our lads today despite a comfortable 4-1 win over our visitors here in early 
July. Our lads will be smarting from a poor result against the same team two weeks ago and  
looking to finish the season on a winning note. 
Today wraps up an adventurous season for our Federation League team. After winning             
promotion from the Western Premiership as runaway winners last year, a win today would    
consolidate 2nd place in the league won by Team Taranaki in 2016. NP Rangers are part of the 
concept of Team Taranaki and TT have 20 of NP Rangers players in their 2017 squad which has 
consolidated a mid table position in the Central League in their first season back at that level. So 
to achieve what we have in the Federation League is quite remarkable. 
I have used this column as a way of expressing disappointment in the way various matters have 
been dealt with and I offer no apology for that.  We have had the Central League ruling that no 
TT player who is on the team sheet for any game can represent their own club in the same   
weekend, the postponement of a Fed league match against Havelock North due a futsal         
tournament being played on the same weekend and our local prestigious knock out competition, 
the Duff Rosebowl took organisers 4 weeks to do a draw for the semi finals. Goodness knows 
how long it will take to do the draw for the final! 
If you have followed the fixture list on page 3 throughout the season you will see the Fed league 
season wraps up on 9 TH September with an away fixture against Red Sox. Well you are wrong as 
the powers that be have canned the last two fixtures. What a farce! The Federation League is 
supposed to be the highest level of football in the Central Federation region stretching from  
Gisborne across to New Plymouth stopping at Havelock, Palmerston North and Wanganui in  
between. Clubs in this league have spent thousands of dollars to run teams, players 
and coaches give up a lot of time to travel and play the games and this is how they are treated. 
Shame on you Central Football! 
Now for the best bit ... the coverage of our club in the local press. Disgraceful!   Last season Team 
Taranaki rightly was given fair coverage in the local paper. Achieving promotion to the Central 
League was done in style all year. This year NP Rangers has represented the province 
well in the same league and on average has received coverage in thirteen words each week! 
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Photographs in this programme are courtesy of Roy Pilott.  Thank you to Andy McGeechan for 
his photographs which also appear on Facebook. Roy and Andy have done a sterling job in    
photographing and reporting on the club. Maybe time to hang up the whistle and join the club 
Andy. The other clubs think you are part of us already! If you have seen photos you like I’m sure 
both would be happy to send to you ... probably for the price of a beer! 

1st April PN Marist Merrilands Domain Won 4-3 

15th April Wanganui Athletic Merrilands Domain Won 2-1 

29th April Massey University Massey University Drew 4-4 

7th May Gisborne Thistle Merrilands Domain Won 5-1 

20th May Red Sox Skoglund Park Won 3-0 

27th May PN Marist Ashhurst Domain Won 2-1 

3rd June Havelock North Merrilands Domain Lost 3-1 

10th June Wanganui Athletic Wembley Park Lost 5-4 

17th June Bye   

1st July Massey University Merrilands Domain Won 4-1 

9th July Gisborne Thistle Childers Rd Reserve Won 3-2 

15th July Havelock North Guthrie Park Postponed 

22nd July Red Sox Merrilands Domain Won 6-0 

29th July PN Marist Merrilands Domain Won 3-0 

5th August Havelock North Merrilands Domain Lost 2-1 

12th August Wanganui Athletic Wembley Park Lost 5-0 

19th August Bye   

26th August Massey University Merrilands Domain  

No mention of goal scorers or top performers just the basic result ... no more! This is usually 
placed after the report on the Taranaki Premier League. This would be like Taranaki in the Mitre 
10 Cup after club rugby. We have regularly achieved in the local leagues over the years but    
suddenly we have hit the buffers in the Taranaki Premier League and we are receiving press  
coverage. Each week the local reporter highlights a local match which is fair enough but each 
team should feature equally with the top team receiving perhaps more than most. In the first 3 
months of the season NP Rangers featured once but since our recent slump have had regular 
coverage. Don’t call me a cynic but.... Even Moturoa have not been acknowledged enough for 
their unbeaten achievements so far this season. (That wasn’t easy to say, Ed.) 
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Like the Federation League team, Pepper Construction New Plymouth Rangers are currently 
going through a slump in form. Last weekend’s match against Woodleigh was washed out after 
suffering a home defeat to FC Western the previous Saturday. I thought Western must have 
won something looking at the over the top celebration of a goal. Still shows that NP Rangers are 
the team everyone wants to beat. 
Today we play cellar dwellers Peringa at home. A shame they are playing at the same time as 
the Fed team. A win would set us up nicely for the Duff Rosebowl next week. 
NEXT WEEK: F.C. Western in the Duff Rosebowl semi final at Lynmouth Park at 2pm. 
The lads will want your support so head west for the match. 

Conveyor Quip NPR Kings are sitting comfortably in the top half of the table after a 3-3 draw at 
Inglewood and a hard fought 2-1 victory over Stratford. Goals came from the prolific Will Hong 
and Manju Kodanaram. 
Today the Kings are away to Waitara in what hopefully will be another win. 
NEXT WEEK: Peringa away. 

Treehouse Rangers missed out last weekend like all our teams. They have come off a win over 
Inglewood (3-1) and a draw against Woodleigh (1-1). Jesse Sigurdsson (2 stunning free kicks) 
and Tom Carroll scored against Inglewood and another for player/coach Craig Gibson against 
Woodleigh. Today they are at home to FC Western. NEXT WEEK: Waitara at home at 12.45pm 
on No 1 pitch. 
Dimond Oddbodz Rangers continue their impressive season. Two successive wins over Eltham 
(1-0) and FC Western (3-1) leads them into today’s game against Waitara with still the chance to 
catch leaders Kaponga with two games in hand. Today the Oddbodz are away to Waitara. 
NEXT WEEK: Peringa at home at 12.45pm on No 2 pitch. 

The Rangers Women have played twice since the last report, losing to Waitara and beating 
Peringa 3-0.  In a league where Waitara have run away with it (scoring 158 goals in 19 games) 
our team has won 7 games and sit comfortably in 4th place.  Tomorrow is the Duchess Cup 
Semi Final against Moturoa at 10am at Merrilands.  It would be great to get as much       
support down there to cheer us into the final.    



Sam De St Croix (Feds) 

Jade Emery Boyce (Women’s) 

Will Hong (Div 2),  

Josh Barrett (Oddbodz) 

James Graham (Fed/Prems)  BJ Faria (Div 2) 

Craig Caldwell (Div 2) 

My partner is competing in the Standard Distance Triathlon World Championships in Rotterdam 
representing New Zealand in September. It’s a costly exercise so I’m running a raffle to help her 
fund it. You can support her by purchasing a raffle number for $5 each and be in to win 1 of 2 
$100 notes! Send your money through to the following bank account 11-7865- 0090801-50 and 
leave a reference number or name.  

Sometimes it can be difficult for players from this area to progress. After being watched over 
recent weeks and successfully trialling two of our players have been snapped up by National 
League sides for the upcoming National League season. Sam de St Croix arrived here from     
England in March and has been a consistant performer for our Federation League side scoring 
over 20 goals. Sam has signed for Ricki Herbert’s Hamilton Wanderers and will move to        
Hamilton in early September. Also heading for New Zealand’s top league is TT goalkeeper     
Santiago Fernandez who will be joining Waitakere United in Auckland. Santiago has spent all 
season playing for TT and has performed admirably behind a defence which was the second 
meanest in the Central League behind champions, Western Suburbs. He also had a recent 
chance to play for us in the Fed League and featured in the Chatham Cup. We wish both players 
every success and look forward to following their progress as games are live on Sky Sport TV 
over the summer. Both players would be welcomed back to Rangers if they choose to in 2018. 

The club’s annual prize giving will be on Saturday the 23rd of September in the clubrooms. Keep 
the date free to celebrate another year in the club’s history.   
More details will follow on Facebook however it looks like we will have a Masters game against 
Birkenhead over 35s on the number 1 field in the afternoon. 




